
 

President's Medal Guidelines  
1) Introduction  

The President’s Medal is awarded for the best account of successful OR practice 

entered for the competition and presented at the society’s Annual Conference.  

2) Eligibility  

Anyone who has experience of OR practice, and is able to provide verification of 

the work that they are presenting as a piece of real practice which they have 

undertaken, may enter. If an author has been awarded a President’s Medal on a 

previous occasion, this does not debar the contribution from consideration.  

3) Award  

The award shall consist of a medal, cast in bronze and suitably inscribed, 

together with an appropriate citation. If the contribution selected for the award 

is the product of more than one author, then all authors will receive the 

appropriate award, but the citation will make clear that this is a shared award.  

4) Entry  

Candidates must, in the first instance, make a submission not exceeding two 

sides of A4, describing the piece of successful real OR practice which forms the 

subject of the entry. This is to be accompanied by names and contact details of 

two referees, one a member of The OR Society, the other a client, who are in a 

position to testify as to the accuracy of the submission and the fact that the 

work described was done by the candidate(s). Members of the Awards Panel may 

be required to stimulate the submission of papers from time to time. This could 

be through the Heads of OR Forum, or via the conference Stream Organisers for 

example. Flyers inviting entries will generally be placed in Inside OR in the 

months of January through to May (if necessary) prior to each conference. One 

member of the Panel may be required to act as a point of contact to answer any 

queries arising.  

5) Selection  

Finalists will be selected by the Awards Panel from among those entering, on the 

basis of the outline submissions and references. The criteria for assessment shall 

include:  

The level of demonstrable benefit  

The impact and innovation  

The likely longevity of the solution  

The excellence of the OR process  

The intellectual and novel content of the solution  



 

Priority will be given to recent, successfully implemented work.  

The award of the President’s Medal will be determined at the annual conference 

by a judging panel which shall review the submitted material and listen to the 

presentations of their work that the finalists are required to make at the 

conference. The medal will be awarded for the entry which in the judgement of 

the panel makes the best contribution to the practice of operational research, 

taking into account the submitted material, the quality of the work, the quality of 

the presentation and the opinion of the audience, which shall be sought.  

6) Conditions  

Conditions of the award are that:  

finalists will present their work at The OR Society’s annual conference.  

unless inappropriate the author(s) of the winning paper will facilitate the writing 

up of their work, if necessary, with the help of a journalist, with a view to 

publication in Impact Magazine or Inside OR and as part of a booklet promoting 

the award.  

7) Procedures  

The award will be advertised each year in Inside OR. The closing date for the 

receipt of submissions will be 30 June. The Awards Panel will select the finalists 

by 31 July and will convey their decisions the Head of Professional Services, who 

shall notify the candidates and the annual conference committee of the 

decisions. Finalists will be reminded of the requirement to present their work at 

the annual conference.  

A special judging panel will decide on the award of the medal. This panel shall 

consist of the (1) President or the President-Elect / Immediate Past President; 

(2) a disinterested senior practitioner; (3) a further disinterested practitioner. 

The winner will be announced at the annual conference.  

 

 

Current Awards Panel Practice  

At the September meeting, the publicity programme is determined. Publicity is 

generally published in January to May issues of Inside OR.  

The entry deadline is 30 June and should be submitted to the Head of 

Professional Services, carol.mclaughlin@theorsociety.com.  

After 30 June the Head of Professional Services acknowledges receipt of entries. 

Members of the Awards Panel review entries via email in July to select finalists to 

go forward for presentation at the annual conference. The Head of Professional 

Services informs all candidates of decisions. Members of the panel of judges are 

selected by the President.  
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At the annual conference, the selected entries are presented. The judging panel 

decides the winner and announces its decision at the conference dinner.  

No later than 10 October a citation is sent to Research & Publications 

Coordinator together with the name(s) of the winner(s). Medals are ordered and 

mailed to the winners.  

It is current practice that announcements relating to the President’s Medal shall 

be published on the society’s website as well as in Inside OR. 


